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Liturgy for peacebuilding 

 

A prayer for Courage - Corymeela Community 

Courage comes from the heart,  

And we are always welcomed by God,  

The heart of all being.  

We bear witness to our faith,  

Knowing that we are called to live lives  

Of courage, love and reconciliation  

In the ordinary and extraordinary moments of each day.  

We bear witness, too, to our failures  

And to our complicity in the fractures of the world.  

May we be courageous today.  

May we learn today.  

May we love today. Amen.  

 

 

Hymn 

We sing a hymn together - see page 3 

 

 

Dwelling in the Word - Philippians 4:4 

We listen twice to this Biblical text. How does it speak to us today? 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do 

not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 

peace will be with you.  
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Prayers 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever.  

Amen  

 

Set free, O Lord, the souls of your servants  

from all restlessness and anxiety.  

Give us your peace and power,  

and so keep us that, in all perplexity and distress,  

we may abide in you,  

upheld by your strength  

and stayed on the rock of your faithfulness;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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 The King of love my shepherd is,  

whose goodness faileth never.  

I nothing lack if I am his,  

and he is mine forever.  

 

Where streams of living water flow,  

my ransomed soul he leadeth;  

and where the verdant pastures grow,  

with food celestial feedeth.  

 

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,  

but yet in love he sought me;  

and on his shoulder gently laid,  

and home, rejoicing, brought me.  

 

 

Make me a channel of your peace  

Where there is hatred let me bring your love  

Where there is injury, your pardon Lord  

And where there's doubt, true faith in you  

 

Make me a channel of your peace  

Where there's despair in life let me bring hope  

Where there is darkness, only light  

And where there's sadness ever joy  

 

Oh, master grant that I may never seek  

So much to be consoled as to console  

To be understood as to understand  

To be loved as to love with all my soul  

 

 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,  

forgive our foolish ways;  

reclothe us in our rightful mind,  

in purer lives thy service find,  

in deeper reverence, praise.  

 

In simple trust like theirs who heard  

beside the Syrian sea  

the gracious calling of the Lord,  

let us, like them, without a word  

rise up and follow thee.  

 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee,  

O calm of hills above…  

… where Jesus knelt to share with thee  

the silence of eternity,  

interpreted by love!  

In death's dark vale I fear no ill,  

with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  

thy rod and staff my comfort still,  

thy cross before to guide me.  

 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;  

thy unction grace bestoweth;  

and oh, what transport of delight  

from thy pure chalice floweth!  

 

And so through all the length of days,  

thy goodness faileth never;  

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise  

within thy house forever.  

 

 

Make me a channel of your peace  

It isn't pardoning that we are pardoned  

In giving to all men let we receive  

And in dying that we're born to turn around  

 

Oh, master grant that I may never seek  

So much to be consoled as to console  

To be understood as to understand  

To be loved as to love with all my soul  

 

Make me a channel of your peace  

Where there's despair in life let me bring hope  

Where there is darkness, only light  

And where there's sadness ever joy  

 

 

Drop thy still dews of quietness,  

till all our strivings cease;  

take from our souls the strain and stress,  

and let our ordered lives confess  

the beauty of thy peace.  

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire  

thy coolness and thy balm;  

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;  

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,  

O still, small voice of calm!  

 


